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Chinook Salmon
{Oncorhynchus tshawyischay

Scattered large spols Forked tail fully spoticd

Black mouth inside

Long and shallew (15 ~ 19 rays)

Spawning condifion: dark coloring
wnd enlarged jaw

Onc of the most important things for a fishenman to leamn is to correctty identify
the fish he or she has caught. That's not as asy to do as it sounds, especially here
in Washingion where we have such & variety of fish.

If you are a stream fisherman, the challenge becomes cven tougher. We have
resident and sca—un varieties of several trout species, many of which closely
resemble the diflerent salmon species, particularly during the critical smol stale.
Calor alone is often an unreliable characieristic.

In spite of the built-in difficoltics, this is a skitl you must leam. Many of the
management regulations arc specics specific, and what is appropriate and legal
for one: species, may not be Ior another, similar-looking species. [t is your
responsibility to nnderstand the regulation and to ideniify the fish the regulations
applies to. Besides that, being able to identify the fish you caich will make your
fishing cxperience even more enjoyable.

- This guide is intended to provide a simple step-by—sicp key to help you
idemify the trout or salmon yon have caught. Practice common sense technigues
when handling the fish while you detenmine what kind it is. If in doubt, let it go,

Steelhead

(Oncorhynchus mykiss)

Masay small spots Square tail fully spotted

White mouth inside Shont anil deep (R — 12 rays)

Spawning condition: reddish side siripe
and somewhet enlorged jaw

Silver or Coho Salmon
{Oncorhynchus kisutch)
Burked tail

Scatiered anall spots {ne spais on lower half)

Leng and shallow (12 — 17 rays)

Black mouth with
white pums (inside)

Spawning condition: reddish with
enlarged jaw and dark body color
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Trout and Char - Salmon
The anal fin has 12 or fewer rays. : arrcd The anat fin has | 3 or |more rays.

W | dentification Guide

Trout: (Nete: Ruinbow, Cutthroat, and golden trout have been Salmon: Wih disimer black spors on 1ail and back.
reclassified as salmon species, bt these idertification cliaracteristics
stilf appiv ] The body is light-coloved with dark spots.

Ralnbow Trout and Steclhead

There ane small dark spots scaticred over the entire fish, incinding the

Lail with s¥ght o proncunced rainbow colormg. (no keeth on longuc) Cuho Salmon
There are small, imegular spuls only oo ke upper hall of the 1adl. and
the pums at the base of the teeth are while.

Cutthroat "Teout
There are red-ommpe slash marks v the underside of the lower jow.
{may not be visibtle in bright sea-ans) {leoh on kngues)

Chinnok Salmon
Colden Trout There are small, ircgular spots on [he enlire il. and the gums at the
The: spots ace mostly in the il base of the 1eeth are black.
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Brown Troul

The spans are trge, black or red. often with a pale halo surmounding them,
and missing From the iail,

AHantic Salmon
The spors are small, x—shaped, with no hatos, and  absent from the tail.

Char: e bty 15 dark-colared with light spots.

Throok Trout
There e comspicions wavy “winm irl™ makiogs on the back and
dorsal fin, with white teading edges on the lower fins, amd crimson
smwAs surrounitded by a bloc halo.

Lnke Trout
The body bas imegular while or gy spris.

Deolly Varden or Bull Trout
“The spets on the body are orange {sometimes crimson? k3 cream colomed
with tey blen: halo,

Pink Salnion
There are Finpe, obloig spots on the back ated 1he cimire el

Salmon: Wih o disunct black spors on tard and Ik,

Chum Salmon
If caghl dudog spawinny i, Uie 1500 g0 olive grovn color with
purpk: bars.

Sickeye Ralnamn
I cimyrhi during spavaning time, the fish 35 bright redd.
Kokanee {(Landbockel Sockeyve)

Tf comghit from 2 Inke. the fish bright silvery color.

R




